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“Speak to Me”

Our film is based on Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson, and examines the themes of gender power inequality and stereotypes by following a parallel plot. The film will focus on the viewpoint of the antagonist, Andy, and provide contrast at the intersection of his thoughts with those of the protagonist, Melinda. We will be exploring the perspective of the aggressor without condoning his actions by filming several scenes that from the book from a new frame of reference, and including some scenes not depicted in the text but extrapolated from it.

The core of the film as it presently stands is to have the two characters encounter each other in the hallway at school on two occasions, several months apart. There will be voiceovers to provide the thought process of the characters on their initial meeting, and then upon a second meeting months later. Interspersed will be a scene with each of them talking to a friend to demonstrate the dichotomy of their perceptions, as well as flash edits of a powerful, yet tastefully shot assault. Finally, there will be a concluding scene to underscore how one character could be devastated and another completely unmoved by the same event.
